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LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL COACHES ARE PURSING OTHER OPTIONS / B1

Apartments for homeless youth
near completion on Colony St.
By Mary Ellen Godin
Record-Journal staff

MERIDEN — Housing for homeless youth
now under construction on Colony Street is
expected to be completed by mid-Novem-
b er.

Wayne Valaitis, chief executive officer of the
Women and Families Center, said screening
for tenants of WYSH house — a $4.8 million
project — has begun through DeMarco
Management Corp. The 12-unit apartment
building on the site of the former WFC An-
nex, will provide housing for homeless
youths between ages of 18 and 24 at the
time of entry.

WYSH stands for Women and Families
Center Youth Supportive Housing.

“The original date of turn-
ing it over was set for Nov. 6,
and it’s 10 days behind so
it ’ll be sometime mid-
Novemb er,” Valaitis said.
“The property manager will
be starting to do screening
through the Coordinated
Access Network through 211
Infoline. They have to be
homeless or experience

housing insecurity. They have to go
through an eligibility process, and be eligi-
ble for a housing voucher.”

WYSH house was funded through a $3.5
million grant from the state Department of
Housing, $500,000 in housing tax credits is-
sued by the Connecticut Housing Finance

Authority and bought by Eversource, and
an additional $200,000 in housing tax cred-
its, again sold to Eversource, and a $600,000
loan. Montagno Construction is the general
contractor on the job.

The Women and Families Center also runs
Ro by n ’s House onsite which provides sup-
ported living services for young adults for
18 months. Both programs will be opera-
tional but WYSH house would allow for
more permanent housing.

According to a 2015 Youth Count study
conducted by the Connecticut Coalition to
End Homelessness and other state agen-
cies, homeless youth are “those who have
no secure ‘rights of tenancy’ — for them-

WOMEN AND FAMILIES CENTER YOUTH SUPPORTIVE HOUSING

Construction continues Friday on the Women and Families Center’s WYSH House on Colony Street in Meriden. The WYSH House for

homeless youth is expected to be completed by mid-November. Dave Zajac, Record-Journal
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By Lauren Takores
Record-Journal staff

WAL L INGFORD — At the Parker Place
apartment complex, hundreds of resi-
dents pay $1,300 or more per month to
live in brand new apartments close to
the new train station and with access to
a community clubhouse.

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic
changed the way we work and recreate,
and many who were once enticed by liv-
ing close to mass transit and a club-
house full of amenities find they aren’t
living their anticipated lifestyle.

The Parker Place clubhouse closed in
March due to concerns over COVID-
19. It reopened Tuesday, with restric-
tions, after 75 people signed an online
p etition protesting its continued clo-
sure, started by longtime resident Dian-
na Pele.

COVI D - 1 9
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Parker Place clubhouse
reopens after petition;
Hartford line ridership
down 80 percent

YMCA pools adjust to COVID-19 safety protocols
By Jessica Simms
Special to the Record-Journal

In order to follow COVID-19 guidelines,
YMCAs have had to change the way pools
op erate. 

Meriden-New Britain
-Berlin YMCA
At the Meriden-New Britain-Berlin YMCA,
a major change has been the number of
swimmers allowed in the pool at one time. 

“We went from open swims and running
programs with six children in a swim lesson
and having 50 to 60 swimmers in a pool at
a time to having one lap swimmer per
la n e,” said Cathy Lewis, aquatics director. Suzy Clemente, assistant aquatic director, instructs Southington 3-year-olds Zachary

Silvia, left, and Jacob Spector, right, on Friday during a swimming lesson at the

Southington Community YMCA on High Street. Dave Zajac, Record-Journal

U.S. Rep. Hayes
qu a ra nt i n i ng
after staffer
tests positive
Associated Press

WATERBURY — Connecticut U.S. Rep.
Jahana Hayes said Saturday that she and
all of her staff will be quarantining after
one of her aides tested positive for the
coronavir us.

The first-term Demo-
cratic congresswoman,
who represents much of
western Connecticut in-
cluding Danbury, Meri-
den, New Britain and
part of Waterbury, said
in a Twitter post that she
did not have any symp-
toms and was awaiting
an appointment to get tested.

“I have been in close contact with the
staffer (who tested positive) and I have
worked in both my CT and D.C. offices
over the last week,” Hayes said. “All of
my staff has been notified and directed

Hayes

See Hayes, A5

See Virus, A5

See YMCA, A4

See Housing, A4

Va l a i t i s

Prepare for unexpected power outages 
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Over the summer, swim
lessons took place outdoors
and the swim team practices
relocated to Maloney High
School, so it would be easier
to spread swimmers out for
social distancing purposes. 

Right now, the Meriden-New
Britain-Berlin YMCA is using
its indoor pool. The swim
team is now split in half,
with half using the YMCA fa-
cility and the other half still
at the high school. 

Everything at the pool is run
by appointment only, and all
equipment is cleaned be-
tween each appointment. All
lifeguards have to wear
masks and swim instructors
wear shields when teaching. 

“If you have a lap swimmer
come in, they put their bag
in a certain spot, they do
their laps, everything they
touch, equipment, has to be
cleane d,” Lewis said. “Th e
railings have to be cleaned,
the stool they put their stuff
on has to be cleaned, the
door handles have to be
cleaned, so it’s constant
cl ea n i ng.” 

Over time, the Meriden-New
Britain-Berlin YMCA has in-
creased its lap swimmers to
two per lane, one at each
end. Swim lessons are back
indoors, operating in every
other lane at half capacity. 

Southington-Che shire
Community YMCA
The Southington Communi-
ty YMCA pool initially shut
down when the pandemic
first began and reopened
around June 22. All life
guards had to be retested
before the pool could re-
open to the community. 

Group swim lessons are now
running after a summer of
just holding private swim
less ons. 

“Our group lessons are very
small compared to what
w e’ve ever had before,” sa i d
Barbara Glaude, aquatics di-
rector. “So the swimmers are

all required to be six feet
apart, so they swim six feet
apart, they have to sit six feet
apart and so the groups are
extremely small, but we are
happy to report that it is
w orking.” 

Three swim teams also have
been sharing the pool as
well — the high school team,
the Southington Braves and
the Cheshire Seadogs. 

When entering the YMCA,
everyone goes through a
temperature screening and
questionnaire. Everyone
must wear a mask until they
start swimming, but swim
instructors, coaches and
staff wear the masks even in
the water. 

For lap swimming, only one
or two people can use a
lane, however, lanes can be
shared between family
members. Laundry baskets
are also on deck for people
to put their personal belong-
ings in. Sanitization happens
in between. 

“We have 30-plus laundry
baskets on the pool deck so
we can constantly rotate,”
Glaude said.

While Glaude is planning on
operating the pool the same
way until protocols change,
she is happy kids are getting
back in the water.

“Getting the kids back in the
pool for swim lessons has
been massively huge for us,”
Glaude said. “I’m a huge be-
liever in the safety of chil-
dren around water and
keeping kids safe around
wate r.”

Wallingford Family
YMC A
After reopening its pool, the
Wallingford Family YMCA
started off just offering lap
swim to its members, with
one person per lane. In Au-
gust, swim lessons were
reintroduce d. 

“We cut the ratios (of swim
lesson capacity) in half and
w e’re now offering more pri-
vate and household swim
less ons,” said Margaret
O’Connor, aquatics director.
“... Our instructors are wear-

ing face masks, face shields.
Usually we don’t have par-
ents in the water for our ad-
vanced levels, but if the par-
ent does not want an in-
structor close to their child
or they want to be able to do
it on their own, we’re now
allowing parents to be in the
water with them, which is
going actually really well.” 

Custom group lessons are al-
so offered. This means that a
group of people that spends
time together often can re-
quest a group swim lesson
t i m e.  

Health surveys and tempera-
ture checks are required up-
on arrival. Showering is also
required before entering the
pool. Between every pro-
gram, every 30 to 45 min-
utes, is 15 minutes of deep
cl ea n i ng.  

“The life guards and instruc-
tors go around and sanitize
the entire pool deck, all
touch points, everything, all
e quipment,” O’Connor said.
“... The pool deck is getting
cleaned at least every 30
minutes if not more.” 

O’Connor said the Walling-
ford YMCA is following all
CDC guidelines and USA
Swimming protocols and
will keep a close eye out for
when the pool can start of-
fering more to its communi-
ty members. 

“I hope to allow families to
be able to be active again,”
O’Connor said. “... I just
want to keep the kids en-
gaged, parents have that
time to be with their kids or
even if it’s that 30 minutes
where they are in a swim
lesson, so they have their
down time. Whatever we can
do to bring some normalcy
back into it.” 

jsimms@r ecord-jour nal.com
203-317-2208

Twitter: @jessica_simms99
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selves or through a parent/
guardian — including thos e
living in shelters, transi-
tional housing programs,
couch surfing, doubled up,
hotel or motels, in parks,
on the streets in cars, aban-
doned buildings, or other
places not fit for human
hab i t at i o n .” The study
identified more than 3,000
homeless youth in the state
of Connecticut. 

An updated 2018 Youth
Count study found that a
third of those in need of
housing had Department of
Children and Families/fos-
ter care involvement and
20 percent had criminal
justice involvement. About
40 percent said they could
not stay where they were as
long as they needed while
22% said the place they
were staying was unsafe.
Slightly more than 37%
identified as black and
36.4% identified as Hispan-
ic, 18.6% of respondents
were pregnant or parent-
ing, 11.8% identified as bi-
sexual and 6.1% identified
as gay or lesbian.

Nearly three-quarters of
the youth that were home-
less or housing unstable
said they did not seek shel-
te r.

The permanent nature of

the housing is important
because other forms of
housing, such as Transi-
tional Living Programs lim-
it enrollment to 18 months,
said Roy E. Graham, youth
special projects coordinator
for the Connecticut Coali-
tion to End Homelessness. 

“I know personally from
working with youth experi-
encing homelessness in the
Meriden area that many of
them have traveled from
Berlin, New Britain, South-
ington and other areas
throughout central Con-
necticut seeking assis-
t a n c e,” Graham stated in an
e - ma i l .

“The WYSH house is also
located near bus lines and

the train station for easy
access to other nearby
towns such as Wallingford
and Middletown which will
provide more opportunities
for added supports such as
mental health services, em-
ployment and education.”  

To learn more about the
WYSH house project go to
w omenfamilies.org or call
the Meriden office at 203-
235-9297. To support the
project by purchasing a
personalized brick for the
WYSH house Walkway of
Hope go to www.br ick-
sr us.com/donorsite/wysh-
hous e.

mgodin@r ecord-jour nal.com
203-317-2255

Twitter: @Cconnbiz
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Hou s i ng

Construction crews continue to work on Friday on the

Women and Families Center’s Women and Families

Center Youth Supportive Housing on Colony Street in

Meriden. The WYSH House for homeless youth is

expected to be completed by mid-November.

Dave Zajac, Record-Journal
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DREAM KITCHEN? 
DREAM PATIO?  
DREAM HOME? 
THINK CONNEX.

Connex Credit Union is the one place where you’ll find  
all you need to make that dream come true. 

•  First time buyer and new purchase mortgages
• Mortgage Refi with cash out option
• Home Equity Loans and Lines of Credit

• No Pre-Payment Penalties
• Condominiums and Vacation Homes
• Fixed and Adjustable Rates

Open to everyone in New Haven, Middlesex, Hartford and Fairfield County. 

Apply online or call to speak with a  

Financial Advocate today.

1-800-CR-UNION  connexcu.org
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CHESHIRE ADULT EDUCATION

U.S Citizenship, Adult Basic Education (ABE),
General Education Development (GED),

English as a Second Language (ESL): Beginner,
Intermediate, and Advanced

234050_v3

Are you ready to realize your dream?
Free classes include:

REGISTER NOW!
For more information, call (203) 250-2450 or visit  

www.cheshire.k12.ct.us/district-departments/adult-education.

Injured in a car accident, fall down, or as a result of 

someone else’s negligence?  

The law firm of Mahon, Quinn & Mahon can help!

Arrested for DUI, misdemeanors, or other crimes?  

Know your rights and call attorney Michael 

D. Quinn of the law firm of Mahon, Quinn & 

Mahon today.

PROTECT YOURSELF AND ENSURE THAT YOU ARE 

GETTING THE COMPENSATION YOU DESERVE.

Our three attorneys have over 80 years of collective experience 

representing injury victims in motor vehicle accidents, fall downs 

and other types of negligence actions.

CALL TODAY (203-238-1010) 

or email at firm@mqmlawyer.com for a free consultation. 

Se habla espanol

Located at 636 Broad Street 
Meriden, CT 06450
visit our web site www.mqmlawyer.com
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